THE MOUTH

Thar part of the jaws in which the teeth are set is cylindrical in shape and
controls the shape of the mouth. If the cylinder is flat in front, the lips will
be thin and the mouth a slit. The greater the curve of this cylinder, the fuller
and more bow-shaped will be the mouth and lips.

From the base of the nose to the upper red lip, this curtainous portion of
the mouth has a central vertical groove and pillars on either side which blend
into broad, drooping wings, ending at the corners of the mouth in fleshy
eminences called the pillars of the mouth.

The upper red lip has a central wedge-shaped body, indented at the top
by the wedge of the groove above, and two long, slender wings disappearing
under the pillars of the mouth. The lower red lip has a central groove with
a lateral lobe on either side. It has three surfaces: the largest depressed in
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the middle at the groove, a smaller one on
either side diminishing in thickness, curv-
ing outward, and not so long as those of
the upper red lip.

Below the lower red lip, the curtainous
portion of the mouth slopes inward and
ends at the cleft in the chin. It has a small,
linear central ridge and two large, lateral
lobes, bounded by the pillars of the mouth.

The oval cavity of the mouth is sur-
rounded by a circular muscle (orbicularis
oris) whose fibres, overlapping at the cor-
ners, raise the skin into the folds or the
pillars of the mouth.

Its outer margin is usually marked by a
crease in the skin running from the wings
of the nose out and down to varying dis-
tances, paralleling the pillars. Its lower end
may blend into the cleft of the chin. From
this muscle radiate various facial muscles
of expression.

Average variations in lips present the
following comparisons: thick or thin, prom-
inent, protruding or receding. Each may be
compared with the other in these respects:
straight, curved or bowed, rosebud, pouting
or compressed.
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